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	29 January 2009

	Dear Richard
	



INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF ECONOMIC POLICY (DETI / INVEST NI)

I understand from your initial discussions that the Review Panel have requested clarification on the treatment of the Tourism sector for the final report.
Clearly Tourism is a key priority for the Department and we are leading on a range of initiatives to support growth in Tourism revenue and visitor numbers.  However, I would stress that the primary focus for the Independent Review should be on DETI and its interaction with Invest NI to boost private sector productivity in Northern Ireland.  

With this focus, the Review Panel will be able to comment on the policies DETI / Invest NI have in place to support the Tourism sector.  You will also have the opportunity to analyse the effectiveness of these policies in the promotion of productivity improvements in the Northern Ireland private sector.  The Review Panel may also wish to form a view on the appropriateness of Invest NI engagement in the Tourism sector.

In light of the above, and the existing Terms of Reference for the Review, it is entirely defensible for the Review to maintain their focus on DETI and Invest NI.  

I trust that this correspondence helps clarify the matter.

I would, of course, be happy to discuss further the matter with you.

Yours sincerely,
[signed]

DAVID STERLING






	
	



