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REVIEW PANEL MEETING

       WEDNESDAY 7 JANUARY 2009, 10AM – 4PM
FIRST FLOOR, WATERFRONT PLAZA, BELFAST
MINUTES
In attendance:
Professor Richard Barnett (RB) - Chair




Professor Brian Ashcroft (BA)




Dr Graham Gudgin (GG)




Professor Michael Moore (MM)




Mr John Wright (JW)




Dr Graeme Hutchinson (GH)




Mr Tony Simpson (TS)




Dr Fiona McCausland (FMcC) 




Mr Neil McCullough (NMcC)



Miss Karen Wilson (KW) – Minutes




Mrs Frances Brown

Apologies:

None

1. Welcome and introductions
1.1 
The Chair welcomed attendees to the second meeting of the Review Panel and advised that the minutes of the previous meeting were not yet available.
1.2
On matters arising from the previous meeting, GH advised the panel that there will be a note from the Department indicating that the Review should focus on the role of Invest NI and the relevant policies they have in place to support the tourism sector. Given the timescales, the Review is not to open up a full assessment of the NI Tourist Board.

2. Presentations
2.1 
TS gave a short presentation which provided a brief summary of some aspects of Invest NI’s current performance. 

2.2 
BA gave a presentation on Economic Development Issues for Northern Ireland, including drivers of productivity, growth theory and issues impacting on growth.

2.3 
This was followed by a presentation from GG on the nature and causes of low productivity and low employment rates in Northern Ireland, and some possible solutions.
2.4 
During the presentations, Panel members raised a number of issues that may require future consideration in the Review, including:
· Invest NI’s current focus; is it on job creation or productivity?

· How effective is Invest NI’s support compared to financial assistance offered elsewhere?

· Data is required on how often firms are requesting financial assistance from InvestNI;

· DETI’s overall economic policy package;

· The contribution of call centres can be greater than the employment in the local area;
· Best practice elsewhere; finding a region similar to NI which has improved its economic performance;
· The constraints of being a region rather than a sovereign nation and implications on policy and growth;
· Low GVA per employee in NI and sectors with opportunity to improve GVA e.g. agriculture; 
· Investment is simply not enough to improve productivity; technological progress and innovation is required; and

· The opportunities presented in developing business and financial services sectors.
2.5 The Panel agreed the following Key Issues for Investigation:

i. A paper on programmes in Invest NI and DETI and how these are linked to the drivers of productivity;
ii. Current best thinking on regional innovation;
iii. Chairman is to ask Leslie Morrison formally for an Invest NI statistician to be seconded for approximately three weeks.

iv. Global best practice on regional development. After some discussion, the Panel agreed that the Secretariat would undertake an initial literature review and the research would then be commissioned using the call-off contract.  The Secretariat was also asked to research specialist firms / consultants in this field and Panel members are to provide any suggestions.
v. A general overview of NI’s current and historical economic performance, and forecasts.
3. Call for Evidence
3.1
GH presented the draft Call for Evidence. The Panel felt that the current format was too prescriptive and a more broad form of response would be more appropriate.

ACTION: GH to draft the Call for Evidence and circulate to Chairman to sign off on behalf of the Panel.

4. Project Plan
4.1 
Panel members discussed a number of names as possible members of the Practitioners Group. 
ACTION: Panel members to put names forward to TS.

5. Next Steps

5. 1 
Work Programme for Secretariat (for January) - covered at point 2.5 above.

6. Meetings
6.1 Panel members agreed to monthly meetings, however they arranged to meet more regularly in the short term.  The following dates were agreed for the next meetings:

· Friday 30th January 2009
· Friday 20th February 2009 (provisional)

6.2
Papers are to be circulated in advance of the next meeting.

6.3
The Chairman asked for progress in relation to the meeting with the DETI Minister and the ETI Committee. GH indicated that a request for a meeting had been made and the Panel were currently waiting for an invitation from the Committee.
6.4
It was agreed that the format of the Evidence Sessions would be discussed in more detail at a future meeting.
7. AOB

7.1
There was no other business.






