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REVIEW PANEL MEETING

       TUESDAY 12 MAY 2009, 12.00PM – 5.30PM
CONFERENCE ROOM, WATERFRONT PLAZA, BELFAST
MINUTES
In attendance:
Professor Richard Barnett (RB) - Chair




Professor Brian Ashcroft (BA)




Dr Graham Gudgin (GG)




Mr John Wright (JW)
Professor Michael Moore (MM) – via Video Conference (VC)



Dr Graeme Hutchinson (GH) 




Mr Neil McCullough (NMcC)



Miss Karen Wilson (KW) – Minutes




Mrs Karen Hastings (KH)




Mr Thomas Byrne (TB)
Apologies:

Mr Tony Simpson
1. Welcome and Minutes from April 30 Meeting
1.1 The Chair welcomed attendees to the seventh meeting of the Review Panel and explained that the purpose of the meeting was to reach agreement on key issues and likely recommendations from the various workstreams.
1.2 The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.
1.3 On matters arising from the previous minutes:
· A response to questions submitted to the Invest NI board, which was expected in early May, has not yet been received. 

· Scenarios presented to the Executive that SIB agreed to submit to the Review are expected this week.

· The Secretariat presented McKinsey with a list of further analysis required on the Global Best Practice on Economic Development report.
2.
Discussion of key findings and potential recommendations
2.1
Panel members outlined the emerging findings and likely recommendations from their respective sections.

Drivers of Regional Economic Growth (Section 3)
2.2 BA led the discussion on this section. Discussion included how closely the key drivers of regional economic growth were aligned to the focus of current policy.
2.3 The Panel agreed that this section would cover the key findings only, as recommendations would be duplicated in other sections and be better placed in the relevant chapters.

Organisational Structure, Governance and Advisory Bodies (Section 7)
2.4 JW advised the Panel that PwC’s full report on Benchmarking Economic Development Bodies would be available for the next meeting on 27 May. A Draft version of the Stakeholder report was distributed. 
2.5 This section will also make use of information on governance in economic development agencies, covered in the McKinsey report.
2.6 Discussion centred on defining NI’s value proposition.
Facilitators of Economic Growth (Section 6)
2.7 MM updated Panel Members on further work and evidence gathered on this section. Discussion included the VC market in NI, skills, planning and infrastructure.
ACTION: Secretariat to check with DEL on apprenticeship data requested.
Global Best Practice in Economic Development (Section 4)
2.8 GG led discussion on this section. The Panel agreed that of the six detailed case studies, Singapore and Finland were the two examples of most value.
ACTION: The Panel agreed it would useful for the Review to confirm McKinsey’s findings on Singapore, by using JW’s contacts.
ACTION: Secretariat to request further detail on VTT in Finland from McKinsey.
Review of Policies and Programmes (Section 5)
2.9 GG circulated an outline of this chapter and presented several charts of emerging findings.
ACTION: GG to consider possibility of carrying out shift share analysis on services.
3.
Arrangements for future meetings
3.1 Meeting with Minister (19 May) – RB, GG and BA are available to attend.
3.2 Next Practitioners’ Group Meeting (26 May) – confirmed for 1.15PM start.
3.3 Next Panel Meeting (27 May) – starting at 12 noon.
ACTION: Secretariat to liaise with Panel Members on a suitable date for a June meeting.

4.
AOB
4.1
There was no other business.
